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Join Will Hillenbrand's group of mischievous, playful, and sleepy baby animals on their way to the

children's zoo. You'd better hurry, though . . . they can't be late to greet the first busload of children!
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This is by far my 2 year old son's favorite book and he has lots of them. Whenever it's time to read

to him he says "toot toot" and I know that means he wants to have this book read to him, sometimes

several times in a row. The illustrations are wonderful, and there is all sorts of stuff going on if you

look closely. An all around great, fun book, I highly recommend this book.

This book is based on the song "Down by the Station" that I remember singing as a child. The words

are fun (with words like "puff, puff, toot, toot, thrump, thrump") and tell of a train picking up all sorts

of animal passengers. The illustrations are fun, showing what appear to be Mom and Dad animals

sending their children on the train to the zoo.I would recommend this for children ages 2-5,

especially. They will like the repetitive text and the fun noises of the train, as well as the colorful

illustrations.

We got this book at the library and liked it so much we had to buy it. It's especially fun for a child

that likes animals and songs. I'd say you have to be willing to actually sing the song to them to make



it a great book. Otherwise it's just going to be another book in the pile.

My 3 year old is crazy about this book! The story (tune) is easy for him to sing along with, and the

pictures are adorable. They really tell the story. There is so much detail to the pictures that we can

spend lots of time on each page - "do you see where the balloon went this time?" "what is the

elephant doing now?". I also absolutely love it that there are very diverse children in the book - even

a little girl in a wheelchair. This is now one of my regular "gift" books for all new babies, too.

I really enjoy reading this story to my son as it gives me things to point to as I sing the song and get

him to try and join in. Moreover, he will randomly point out different colors, animals, and shapes that

he sees as I read thereby giving me a means to reinforce what he is learning.

Read it in a tune and you will have ecstatic kids singing along with you. Nice illustrations which will

lead to an engrossing conversation with kids as they figure out all that is happening within a page.

My 2 year old daughter starting singing the words to the book after hearing it just a few times. The

entire book can be sung (music on the last page) and has a very catchy, easy to follow tune that

toddlers will love! The illustrations are beautiful and there is so much to point out on each page. On

each page a different set of "mom & dad" animals drop off their "baby animal" to board the train to

eventually go to a children's zoo. The book refers to the baby by the scientific name (baby elephant

= calf) etc, which was a nice science lesson for my daughter to learn since she already knew the

animal names and sounds, which are also shown. There is a red balloon on each page they can

search for, and each page shows a prelude to where the train is going next that can help your child

anticipate the next animals being picked up. Every time we read the book, we seem to find a new

small detail in the illustrations that we can talk about. This book will be a favorite for years!

Our 2 year old grandson loves this book and the companion book Down by the Barn. He chimes in

as we read along and sings the song as he plays independently. This is a fun way to improve

memory skills. Wonderful!
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